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Argaman grape: A new red wine variety

P. Spiegel-Royl, S. Cohen2,
Abstract

"Argaman’ is a high-yielding red wine grape producing a deep-
red wine. It resulted from the cross 'Souzao' x 'Carignan’
made in 1972 (it was tested as selection no. 401), This is
the second release of a wine grape from the Agricultural
Research Organization, The Volcani Center (after Royi
released in 1988). Vines of 'Argaman’ are vigorous. With
spur pruning yields of 32 tons/ha have been obtained.
'Argaman’ is less sensitive to powdery mildew (Uncinula
necator Burr.) than 'Carignan'. Flowers are prefect, fruit
clusters are medium-sized, moderately compact, and
cylindrical in shape. 'Argaman’ ripens about midseason

I. Baronl, R. Assafl,

S. Ben-Aiharon2, M.J. Striem!

(mid-Angust to early September), about 1-3 weeks before
'Carignan’. Wine from several test-plots was made during
1988-1992 receiving favorable ratings, highly above those of
'Carignan’ in the same test plots. Wine is neutral, deep red,
of good body and balance, with high tannin content.
'Argaman’ has performed well in the first pilot plantings and
was further planted in commercial vineyards, mainly as a
substitute of 'Carignan’,

1 Department of Fruit Tree Breeding and Genetics, The
Volcani Center, Bet-Dagan, Israel 50250
2 The Israel Wine Institute, Rehovot, Isracl 76120
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